Nan and 
George 
Henriksen 


Father and daughter have 
dedicated their lives to 
ensuring community 
grows properly 


By CHRIS CLOHESSY 


‘The community ddesn't carry the family 
name, but it seems that almost as long as 
there has been a couple of towns named 
‘Camas and Washougal, there has also been 
a Henriksen somewhere in the picture. 

Henriksens started becoming a familiar 
face in the local area when a young man 
named Jorgen arrived in Washougal from 
Minnesota. His original place of departure 
was Denmark before he emigrated to the 
United States by way of Ellis Island, N.Y. 

With his wife, Frances, Henriksen made 
his way to Washougal and settled in the 
Sunnyside area. Along with his brother, 
Henry, Henriksen opened the Henriksen 
Brothers General Merchandise Store in 
Washougal. 

Asapioncerin the community, Henriksen 
helped formulate the City of Washougal, 
bring in the woolen mill and establish the 


bel Camas-Washougal telephone ex- 


Bom in 1914, George Henriksen has 
‘been out in front or behind the scenes help- 
ing shape the Camas-Washougal commu- 
nity for much of his near 80 years. 

Anall sport Henriksen graduated 
at the top of his class in 1932 from 
Washougal High School. Next, he was off 
to Bellingham Normal School because 


met his future wife, Ellen, who 
he married in 1937. 

With his family still on this side of the 
Columbia River, chose to go 
into business in Camas with partner Ray 
Bachelder in 1940, Together, Operated 
Economy Drug for eight yearson Northeast 

Avenue, the current location of Ca- 
mas Sport Center. 

In 1948, local businessman Mickey 
Schwary opened the One-Stop Shopping 
Center. Henriksen recalled that the center 
was the largest of its kind in the area at the 
time. Taking a risk, Henriksen opened Save- 
On Drug in the new One-Stop center, 


NAN and GEORG! 


“Quite a few people told me I'd fall Mat 
phy face, that I'd go broke,” Henriksen 


Jtwas also a venture that Henriksen took 
alone. “Ray (Bachelder) didn't want to 
work nights,” he recounted. As a result, 
Henriksen took up Operations at Save-On 
Drug while Bachelder remained behind at 

onomy Drug. 


iE HENRIKSEN 


Devoting nearly 40 years to the One- 
Stop pharmacy, Henriksen obviously 
Proved his detractors wrong. 

Early on in those years, Henriksen also 
chose to make his home in the ‘One-Stop 
neighborhood. Wanting to hook onto the 
Paper mill's assessed value, the city's po- 


See HENRIKSENS page 24 


party in the 1950s and committee chair in 
‘Clark County. 


Never running for office himself, 
i vertheless few 


Although he never served in a political 
i of 
fe pms sch oe Cane 


Jed to many still-in-use facilities, such as 
Camas High School 


my children and good government for 


| “Alt worked for was good education for 
| adults,” Henriksen said of his efforts. 


Having also been a world traveler and 
very involved with his church, Henriksenis 
trying to take life a little more slowly now. 
“T'm no longer quite as gung hoas] used to 
be,” he noted. 

Even if he isn’t quite as involved as he 
used to be, Henriksen and his wife have 
created a lasting legacy through their chil- 
dren, Joanne, George, Nan and John. “I 
raised four exemplary kids,” is a statement 
Henriksen echoes often. 


their daughter, Nan, has taken up the cause 
from her father to become a community 
leader. 

Like her father, Nan Henriksen was the 
valedictorian of her class, with the excep- 
tion being that she graduated from Camas 
High School. 


tion to work serving as contract administra- 
tor for the Bremerton, Wash., Naval Ship- 
yard for three years, before choosing to 
retum to Camas. 


Back home, Henriksen joined her father 
in the Save-On Drug store. She eventually 
took over ownership of the store and ex- 


Commerce, giving her some initial expo- 

sure tocity 

‘ about the quality 

of the current city council” led to her next 
move. : 

Choosing to run for a seat on the Camas 

City Council, Henriksen said she was “tired 


ee tones en) 


of people complaining.” 

With experience as a council member 
under her belt, Henriksen set her sights on 
the next level. Late in 1982 she launched 
her campaign to unseat incumbent Camas 
Mayor Don Christianson that resulted in 
“kind of an unpleasant battle,” Henriksen 
commented. When it was over, she had 
emerged as Camas’ new mayor. 


such things.” 

Opening up city hall eventually led w a 
decision to hire a full-time city administra- 
tor. “I was looking forsomeone who would 
focus on making things run efficiently,” 
Henriksen said. 

Along with opening lines of communica- 
tion in city hall, Henriksen also worked to 


¢ ) extend those lines to a regional and state 

Taking the oath of office in early 1993, Jevel. “I felt it was extremely important 
Mayor Henriksen established her first or- Camas be involved intergovernmentally,” 
der of business as setting goals with the she added. 


council and city staff. “We got together and 
figured out a long-term vision for the com- 
munity,” she recalled. “We needed to focus 
on a common vision.” 

At the time, Camas was a community on 
the verge of major growth following the 
opening of the Interstate 205 Bridge, 
Henriksen said the common goal was to 
control the growth so that it benefited Ca- 
mas. 


hall. “It was 


,” she 
“Back in that era it was kind of a new 
concept that government should worry about 


‘That need for involvement led Henriksen 
to serve on a variety of regional and state- 
wide boards. A partial list of some of those 
boards and her role includes the Associa- 
tion of Washington Cities, board member 
and president; Clark County 

tal Resource Center, vice 
chair and executive board member, Plan- 
ning Association of Washington, president 
and board member, and a variety of other 
agencies. 

“A common thread was to create a better 
understanding of small, local government,” 
Henriksen i 


In all, Henriksen served for more than 
eight years as mayor of Camas. Shortly 
after being re-elected for another term in 
1992, Henriksen’s skills were recognized 


The hearings board is a quasi-judicial 
body that rules on local growth planning 
disputes. P 
Justrecently, Henriksen was reappointed 
by Gov. Mike Lowry toa new six-year term 
Sp eee 
the position to 
tar a hope oped nes 
this state works," se add. After that, the 
future is undecided. 3 


